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We are thrilled to have you with us as we recognize the six remarkable companies that comprise 
Cypher’s Fortis Cohort. Through the backing of The Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania and specifically the Stevens Center for Innovation in Finance, Cypher Accelerator 
is proud to bring the University’s business and financial expertise to the world’s leading 
blockchain startups.

The cohort advanced through a series of 50 workshops hosted by the industry’s leading founders, 
CEOs, and their peers, with each startup furthering their progress by participating in regular 
meetings with Cypher’s advisors and mentors. Many joined us for outside lectures, conferences, and 
networking events as they matured their products, built a market strategy, established key business 
relationships, bolstered operations, and showcased their brands in preparation for today.

Each member of the Fortis Cohort represents a different sector within the blockchain. Accepted 
for their likelihood of success while maintaining a commitment to better the space, we are proud 
to welcome this group of startups into the Cypher community. As part of their membership, every 
company received a host of supporting assets including non-dilutive funding, full-stack technical 
support, and AWS and QuickNode credits.

Cypher would not be the force it is today without the tireless dedication of so many. First and 
foremost, we could not exist without the support of The Wharton School and Ross Stevens, whose 
generous support was imperative in establishing the Stevens Center for Innovation in Finance. 
Cypher’s Senior Advisors and Mentors ensured everyone remained on track for mission-aligned 
success while our corporate partners provided key resources to help the startups scale. Lastly, our 
workshop leaders served as Cypher’s backbone in enabling the accelerator to be widely recognized 
for its role in the field. To all those mentioned and the countless others who bring our program to 
life, we are deeply grateful.

It is with great excitement that we invite you to engage with our startups: Bircle, Blockless, Félix, 
MomentX, Praxxas, and Vest. Thank you for supporting Cypher and enjoy the day!

Sincerely, 
The Cypher Accelerator Team
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WELCOME TO CYPHER ACCELERATOR’S DEMO DAY!
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FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 2023

9:30 AM Registration Opens

10:25 AM – 10:35 AM Welcome Remarks

10:35 AM – 10:50 AM Bircle

10:55 AM – 11:10 AM Félix Pago

11:15 AM – 11:30 AM Praxxas, Inc.

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM Lunch + Networking with Startups

1:00 PM – 1:20 PM MomentX

1:25 PM – 1:50 PM Vest

1:55 PM – 2:10 PM Blockless

2:10 PM – 2:25 PM Closing Remarks

2:25 PM – 3:15 PM Post Demo Day Networking with Startups

Schedule



Senior Advisors

4  |  WHARTON CYPHER ACCELERATOR DEMO DAY

Jeff Amico Charles Birnbaum Stefan Cohen
PARTNER

ANDREESSEN HOROWITZ
PARTNER

BESSEMER VENTURE PARTNERS
PARTNER

BAIN CAPITAL CRYPTO

Mark Cuban Tim Draper Amias Gerety
CHAIRMAN 

CUBAN COMPANIES
CHAIRMAN

DRAPER ASSOCIATES
PARTNER

QED INVESTORS

Chris Giancarlo Nick Grossman Joe Guagliardo
SENIOR COUNSEL

WILKIE FARR & GALLAGHER
PARTNER

UNION SQUARE VENTURES
TECH AND BLOCKCHAIN PARTNER

DENTONS



Senior Advisors
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Sameer Gupta Seema Hingorani Joshua Klayman
HEAD OF DATA

POINT72 AND NY METS
MANAGING DIRECTOR

MORGAN STANLEY
U.S. HEAD OF FINTECH

LINKLATERS

Stuart Levi Miko Matsumura Carmen Ortiz-McGhee
PARTNER
SKADDEN

MANAGING PARTNER
GUMI CRYPTOS CAPITAL

COO
NAIC

Susan Soh Paul Veradittakit
CHIEF OF CAPITAL FORMATION AND IR

GROWTHCURVE CAPITAL
PARTNER

PANTERA CAPITAL
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George Beall Vivek Chauhan Reid Cuming
HEAD OF BUSINESS AND OPERATIONS

COMMONWEALTH
PRINCIPAL PRODUCT MANAGER

FALCONX
VP AND GM

COMPOUND TREASURY

Jamie Finn Mike Giampapa David Gogel
CO-FOUNDER & PRESIDENT

SECURITIZE
GENERAL PARTNER
GALAXY VENTURES

HEAD OF GROWTH & OPERATIONS
dYdX FOUNDATION

Brandon Hoffman Bradley Kam Richard Kerschner
MANAGING PARTNER

SUNSET VENTURES
CO-FOUNDER

UNSTOPPABLE DOMAINS
CEO

DIRECTBOOKS

Jon Kol Adam Levine
CEO

HYPERLANE
VP OF STRATEGY

FIREBLOCKS

Mentors
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Anna Li Chandan Mishra Jordan Patapoff
DIRECTOR OF TOKENOMIC

REPUBLIC CRYPTO
SOLUTIONS TEAM

DAPPER LABS
DIRECTOR OF ECOSYSTEM

QUICKNODE

Nikhil Raghuveera Monica Ramirez Michael Rinzler
HEAD OF STRATEGY AND INNOVATION

CELO
CHIEF OF STAFF - ENGINEERING/CTO

BLOCKCHAIN.COM
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT AND PARTNER

JAZWARES

Jason Rodrigues Amol Shah Anoop Singh
CELO

PARTNER
SPECIAL PROJECTS

CONSENSYS
HEAD OF BUSINESS AND REVENUE OPERATIONS

TAXBIT

Stephanie Smellie Gregg Spiridellis
HEAD OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

MITH.IO
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

HIHO

Mentors
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David Erickson Seb Melendez Shiva Menta Clea Chen
CO-DIRECTOR, THE STEVENS CENTER 

FOR INNOVATION IN FINANCE
SR. MANAGER AND TECH LEAD SR. MANAGER AND TECH LEAD MENTOR AND INCUBATOR LEAD

Chongwu Du Joseph Jasperse Kris Jenk Jordi Nonay Jordi
MENTOR LEAD RESEARCH LEAD CURRICULUM LEAD OPERATIONS TEAM

Aashna Kumar Kendall Rankin Swarith Reddy Sudy Sarathy
MENTOR LEAD GENERAL PROGRAMS LEAD CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS LEAD CURRICULUM LEAD

Rishin Sharma Khushi Shelat
STRATEGY LEAD WOMEN IN WEB3 LEAD

Cypher Team

Special thanks to Sarah Hammer, Esq. who founded the 
Cypher Accelerator and was recently appointed the Acting 
Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Banking and 
Securities. Previously, Hammer was Managing Director of 
the Stevens Center for Innovation in Finance and Senior 
Fellow of the Harris Alternative Investments Program at 
the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.



Company Name: Vest
One Liner: Vest is perpetual futures DEX on Arbitrum 
that enables trading on almost any asset.
Presenters: Justin Ma, Max Tsiang, Rikuya Takatsu, 
Remy Kim, and Alex Duckworth
Main Contact Email: justin@vest.xyz
Website: vest.exchange

Company Name: MomentX
One Liner: MomentX provides metaverse as a 
service (MaaS) to help creators and commercial brands 
build their unique web3 metaverse. 
Presenter: James (Jin-Wei) Lee
Main Contact Email: james@momentx.co
Website: momentx.co

Company Name: Blockless
One Liner: Web3 customizable execution layer.
Presenter: Butian Li
Main Contact Email: butian@txlabs.org
Website: blockless.network

Company Name: Félix Pago
One Liner: Félix makes cross border payments from the 
US to Latam as easy as sending a WhatsApp.
Presenters: Manuel Godoy
Main Contact Email: info@felixpago.com
Website: felixpago.com

Company Name: Praxxas, Inc.
One Liner: Providing Web3 security and infrastructure.
Presenters: Jeff Hunt, Kenneth Colley, and Josh Kenyon
Main Contact Email: josh@praxxas.com
Website: praxxas.com

Company Name: Bircle
One Liner: Digital superpowers for fashion brands.
Presenters: Marcos Lozada Freytes and  
José Romero Victorica
Main Contact Email: marcos@bircle.io
Website: bircle.io
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Company Startups
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Corporate Partnerships



The Stevens Center for Innovation in Finance at the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania is the premier research, education, and thought leadership institution in the world 

for financial technology. By engaging students, faculty, and industry, the Stevens Center is uniquely 

positioned to prepare world leaders for the future of finance. The Stevens Center connects 

Wharton, Penn, industry leaders, and policymakers. We partner with leading FinTech companies to 

cultivate the FinTech ecosystem and tackle essential challenges in financial services.
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2023 Companies of  
Workshop Representatives

3RM

Amazon Web Services

Andreessen Horowitz

Arweave

Berger Singerman

Bessemer Venture Partners

Chainlink

Clocktower Technology Ventures

ConsenSys

Dapper Labs

Dentons

DLx Law

Draper Associates

Fireblocks

Foundation Labs

Genesis Block

gumi Crypto Capital

Gunderson

Hashflow

Hyperlane

K&L Gates

Lightspark

Linklaters

Metify

Notifi

Portabl

Protocol Labs

Republic Crypto

Ripple

Roofstock

Serotonin

Shima Capital

Skadden

Starkware

TaxBit

The Wharton School

Unstoppable Domains
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W H A R T O N  C Y P H E R  A C C E L E R AT O R  D I S C L A I M E R
March 24, 2023

No Investment Advice/No Advice

The content provided through and by the Stevens Center and Cypher Accelerator is for informational purposes only. You should not construe 
any such information or other material as legal, tax, investment, financial, or other advice. Nothing contained on our site or other materials 
constitutes a solicitation, recommendation, endorsement, or offer by the Stevens Center or Cypher Accelerator or any third-party service 
provider to buy or sell any securities or other financial instruments or financial interests or services of any kind in the United States or in any 
other jurisdiction.

All content provided by the Stevens Center and Cypher Accelerator is considered to be of a general nature and does not necessarily address the 
circumstances of any particular individual or entity. Nothing herein constitutes professional and/or financial advice, nor does any information 
provided constitute a comprehensive or complete statement of the matters discussed or the law relating thereto. The Stevens Center and 
Cypher Accelerator are not a fiduciary by virtue of any person’s use of, or access to, our site or content. 

No Liability

You alone assume the sole responsibility of evaluating the merits and risks associated with the use of any such information or other content 
associated with our program. In exchange for using our site or content in our program, you agree not to hold Cypher Accelerator, the Stevens 
Center, the Wharton School, or the University of Pennsylvania, or any of its affiliates or any third-party service provider, liable for any possible 
claim for damages arising from any decision you make based on information or other content made available to you through the Stevens Center 
or Cypher Accelerator.

As a convenience to you, the Stevens Center and Cypher Accelerator may provide hyperlinks to websites operated by third parties or access to 
content provided by those same third parties. Because the Stevens Center and Cypher Accelerator have no control over such sites or content, 
we are not responsible for their content. We do not adopt, endorse, or assume responsibility or liability for any such sites or content, including 
advertising, products or other materials, or resources on or available through such third parties. 

The site and content provided herein are provided without warranties of any kind. You bear all risks associated with the use of the site and 
content, including, without limitation, any reliance on the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any content available. Cypher Accelerator, 
the Stevens Center, the Wharton School, and the University of Pennsylvania and their respective employees, officers, directors, partners, 
agents, representatives, suppliers, and service providers disclaim all warranties, express or implied, including without limitation, all warranties of 
title, non-infringement, accuracy, completeness, usefulness, merchantability, and fitness for a particular use, and warranties that may arise from 
course of dealing/performance or usage of trade.

Any data offered by Cypher Accelerator and the Stevens Center are solely for your information, and may not be relied upon for the purpose 
of entering into any transaction whatsoever. No representation is made as to the reasonableness of any assumptions made or the accuracy 
or completeness of any modeling, scenario analysis, or statistical testing associated with this content. No assurances are given with respect 
thereof the use of this information.

Limitation of Liability

Your exclusive remedy for dissatisfaction with the content from Cypher Accelerator and the Stevens Center is to stop using the content. We 
are not liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, special, or punitive damages, under any theory of liability, including, without 
limitation, damages for loss of profits, use, data, or loss of any other intangibles. We do not guarantee that the content provided by Cypher 
Accelerator or the Stevens Center is secure, complete, or correct, or that it is error free.

Limited Right of Use

The site and content of Cypher Accelerator and the Stevens Center are and shall remain the property of the Trustees of the University of 
Pennsylvania, the Wharton School, Cypher Accelerator, and/or the Stevens Center, and are protected by copyright, trademark, patent, and/
or other intellectual property, proprietary, work product rights and laws. You must keep intact all copyright, trademark, patent, and other 
proprietary notices. You agree not to reproduce, modify, create derivative works based on, rent, lease, loan, sell, distribute, publish, publicly 
perform or display, reverse engineer, de-compile or dissemble, all or any part of Cypher Accelerator and the Stevens Center’s content.

Trade names, trademarks, and service marks of Cypher Accelerator, the Stevens Center, the Wharton School, and the University of 
Pennsylvania include, without limitation, any and all associated logos. Nothing contained on our site or in our program should be construed as 
granting, by implication, estoppel, or otherwise, any license or right to use any of Cypher Accelerator’s or the Stevens Center’s trade names, 
trademarks, or service marks without our express prior written consent.

Indemnification

You agree to indemnify, defend and hold harmless Cypher Accelerator, the Stevens Center, the Wharton School, and the University of 
Pennsylvania and their respective employees, officers, directors, partners, agents, representatives, suppliers, and service providers (collectively, 
the “Indemnified Parties”) from and against any and all claims, losses, costs and expenses of any kind whatsoever, including attorneys’ fees. 
We reserve the right to assume the exclusive defense and control of any matter subject to indemnification by you. You shall not enter into any 
settlement agreement which affects the rights of any of the Indemnified Parties or requires the taking of any action by any of them, without our 
prior written approval.


